
On February 20, 2016, a category 
5 tropical cyclone thrashed the 
South Pacific island nation of Fiji. 
When the storm came ashore on 
the island of Koro, it packed sus-
tained winds of 300 kilometers 
(185 miles) per hour. According to 
several news and meteorological 
sources, it was the second stron-
gest landfalling cyclone in record-
ed history. 

The powerful cyclone killed at 
least 44 people, damaging or 
destroying thousands of houses, 
and significantly affecting about 
350,000 people. 

$10 million of New Zealand aid 
was sent to help Fiji to rebuild its 
public infrastructure destroyed 

in Cyclone Winston, including 
schools and buildings on Vanua 
Balavu in the neighbouring Lau 
islands.

Pacific Building Solutions (PBS) 
won the tender for the reconstruc
tion work on Vanua Balavu from 
the New Zealand government in 
September 2016, following a rigor
ous tender process.

According to the PBS public rela
tions coordinator, Atelaite Cama, 
it was in January 2017 that an 
original team of 36 arrived on the 
island to set up a camp at the Fiji 
Roads Authority Depot in Lomalo
ma for the works to begin.

Ms Cama said by April 2017, the 

PBS workforce on Vanua Balavu 
had increased to 140 including a 
team of locallyhired workers.

A total of six schools on Vanua 
Balavu were rebuilt and repaired 
as a result of the NZ AID pro-
gramme. The schools include Adi 
Maopa Secondary School, Adi 
Maopa Primary School, Mualevu 
Village School, Daliconi Village 
School, Cikobia Village School and 
Ma vana District School.

Adi Maopa Secondary School, 
the only secondary school on the 
island now boasts one of the best 
structures in the entire Lau Group 
if not the country, with 10 class-
rooms and will also act as an Evac-
uation Centre in times of need.

Remains of the school library at Mualevu School
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Over 2700m² of Poly-
flor XL PU made its way 
to Fiji for installation in 
the 6 schools.  

Attractive, high per-
formance, heavy duty 
homogeneous sheet 
floorcovering with 
a polyurethane sur-
face treatment which 
provides an excellent 
foundation for an easy, 
ongoing maintenance 
regime. Featuring a 
duotone marbleised 
decoration, XL PU is 
available in a broad 
palette of 18 vibrant 
shades.

Demonstrating ou-
standing durability and 
abrasion resistance, XL 
PU is recommended for 
public, institutional and 
commercial buildings 
as well as hospitals, 
schools, laboratories 
and offices.

• 2mm Gauge
• 2mm Wear Layer
• 2m x 20m Roll Size 
• Greentag Certified
• 100% recyclable

School repair work underway 
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